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Ecology of Storage Rhizome Rot of Ginger Caused by Pythium spinosum

Misako OkA, Mutsuko YAamazakr * , Kazutaka YANO and Yasuaki MORITA
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Summary

Storage rhizome rot, which appears as brownish, water-soaked rot of the rizome that develops on the
traces of removed pseudostem, often occurs on post-harvest ginger in Kochi Prefecture. We have previously
reported that the disease is caused by Pythium spinosum, but its ecology has not been investigated. In this
study, we found that the ginger rhizome is unlikely to be infected in the fields, but soil containing pathogens
adheres to the cut surface of the pseudostem and becomes infected after harvest, then rotted during stor-
age. In addition, the use of diseased rhizomes as seed rhizomes contaminates the soil of the fields with
pathogens and a primary source of infection.
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